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RFO  LETTER 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  ond  Television  Service 


Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricultu 


April  6,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


On  Wednesday  of  this  week  Secretary  Brannan  and  PMA.  Adminis- 
trator Gus  Geissler  announced  that  they  would  make  a  special  trip  to 
Des  Moines  to  preside  at  a  farm  production  mobilization  conference 
tomorrow,   

Farm  agency  and  group  leaders  from  Nebraska,  Iowa,  Missouri, 
Kansas,  North  Dakota,  South  Dakota,  Minnesota,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,. 
Indiana,  and  Ohio  will  attend  the  meeting,    Efforts  will  be  directed 
toward  the  mobilization  of  farm  production  forces. 

The  basic  purpose  of  the  meeting  is  to  make  sure  that  plant- 
ings of  feed  grains,  especially  corn,  are  big  enough  to  support  our  ■■■■■■ 
high  level  livestock  production  program. 

Most  of  you  are  familiar  with  the  intended  planting  figures 
announced  last  month.    They  indicated  that  production  plans  wouldn't 
quite  measure  up  to  the  minimum  requirements  for  corn  and  other- feed 
grains  unless  changed  before  planting  time. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  about  V§  million  more  acres  of  corn 
(over  March  1st  intentions)  are  needed  to  come  up  to  the  90  million 
acre  guide.    Ninety  million  being  the  number  of  acres  needed  to  pro- 
vide that  adequate  grain  supply. 

As  it  stands  today,  it  looks  like  action  will  be  taken  in  the 
Des  Moines  meeting  to  launch  an  "all-out"  campaign  to  get  increased 
plantings  in  areas  where  there's  danger  of  feed  grain  production  fall- 
ing below  the  desired  levels. 

Radio,  is  going  to  have  a  major  role  to  play  in  the  basic 
operation  of  this  campaign.    The  operation  of  putting  out  information 
on  the  changes  and  on  the  facilities  and  services  available  to  assist 
in  getting  those  changes  made. 
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Among  those  attending  the  Des  Moines  meeting  from  each  State 
are  chairman  of  the  UGDA-State  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committee-- 
who  represents  PMA;  a  representative  of  the  FHA  and  a  representative 
of  the  SCS,  who  are  also  members  of  the  mobilization  committee;  and 
the  State  extension  director  from  each  of  the  11  States. 

These  men  in  turn  will  call  the  signals  to  their  respective 
organizations.    Therefore  an  RFD's  "best  contact  bets  are  with  these 
agencies,     (Will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Secretary's  talk  within  a  few 
days ) . 

More  Consumer  Interest  Material 

Enclosed  material  on  the  consumer  theme  is  the  leaflet  "Egg 
Dishes  for  Any  Meal."    It  has  lot's  of  ideas  for  the  house  wife  in 
helping  her  use  more  eggs  in  well-balanced  meals  for  her  family.  That 
should  tend  to  increase  demand  for  eggs,  too.    In  case  you  offer  the 
egg  leaflet  to  your  listeners,  let  me  know  your  needs  and  I'll  send 
the  leaflets  to  you  for  distribution. 

Production  Report  on  Tuesday 

•    A  report  on  winter  wheat  production,  pasture  condition,  and 
grain  stocks  on  farms  as  of  April  1st  will  be  released  on  Tuesday, 
April  10th,    Also  included  in  the  report,  that  you  may  want  to  watch 
for  on  your  wires,  will  be  citrus  fruit  production  and  monthly  milk 
and  egg  production. 

First  Defense  Food  Order 

The  first,  in  what  we're  all  hoping  will  be  a  very  short 
line,  of  Defense  Food  Orders  went  into  effect  yesterday.    It  affects 
castor  oil  and  restricts  the  quantities  that  may  be  used  by  classes 
of  uses. 

Figures  of  Interest 

Not  the  Miami  Beach  variety  but  those  drawn  from  the  census. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  for  distributing  final  figures  on  the 
1950  population  census  to  State  and  county  extension  offices.  Would 
suggest  contacting  county  agent  for  county  breakdowns  if  you  have  the 
need. 

Priority  for  Farm  Machinery 

Farm  equipment  manufacturers  have  been  given  a  priority  rating 
for  procuring  certain  scarce  materials  and  parts  to  be  produced  during 
the  month  of  June,    Now  the  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  is  work- 
ing closely  with  NPA  to  get  similar  assistance  extended  beyond  June. 

Local  UPA  offices  (there's  at  least  one  in  every  state)  can 
give  you  further  information  on  this  set-up. 
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Facts  About  1951  Peet  Control 

Pest  control  may  "be  the  factor  that  determines  whether  we  can 
produce  the  additional  amounts  of  food  and  fiber  needed  for  national  de- 
fense this  year. 

To  add  to  our  concern  about  it  USDA  entomologists  tell  us  it's 
true  that  insecticide  shortages  may  develop  due  to  strong  defense  demanis 
for  certain  "basic  chemicals.    Most  critical  on  the  list  are  chlorine, 
"benzene  (the  coal  tar  product) ,  alcohol,  and  sulphur0 

As  you  EFD's.  know,  toxaphene  can't  "be  made  without  chlorine. 
Both  carbon  tetrachloride  and  ethylene  dichloride,  used  in  insect  fumi- 
gation of  farm  stored  grains,  require  chlorine  for  manufacture.,  BHC, 
lindane,  and  chlordane  further  increase  the  demand  for  "both  chlorine 
and  "benzene.    To  complete  this  critical  picture  chlorine  is  vital  to  the 
production  of  synthetic  rubber,  purification  of  water  supplies,  manufac- 
ture of  certain  drugs,  and  many  other  defense  materials a 

The  nation's  need  for  alcohol  is  now  about  as  great  as  it  was 
during  the  last  two.  years' of  World  War  II.    Both  synthetic  rubber  and 
aviation  fuel  drain  heavily  on  present  supplies  of  alcohol* ,. ,  In  the  in- 
secticide field  DDT,  methoxychlor  and  TDE  also  require  alcohol  as  well 
as  benzene  and  chlorine. 

Sulphur  is  doubly  important  to  pest  control.    First  as  an  in- 
secticide and  secondly  as  a  carrier  for  other  dust  insecticides.  It's 
also  important  to  the  defense  effort  because  it's  needed  in  petroleum 
refining,  production  of  explosives,  and  phosphate  fertilizer  production. 

At  first  glance,  because  of  the  heavy  demands  for .  these  four 
basic  chemicals,  you  might  think  we're  in  a  bad  wayr    However,  entomo- 
logists tell  us,  the  biggest  share  of  the  insecticides  to  be -used  this 
season  have  already  been  manufactured  and  distributed ,    That  supply 
should  pretty  well  take  care  of  normal  demands „    It'll  be  the  unusual 
local  and  regional  demands  due  to  serious  outbreaks  that  may  force 
farmers  to  use  alternate  pesticides  in  1951. 

However,  should  the  shortage  of  critical  materials  continue 
this  summer  and  fall,  and  no  real  relief  in  the  benzene  shortage  is  ex- 
pected in  1951,  the  real  "squeeze"  may  come  in  1952. 

The  shortage  most  likely  to  appear  this  year. , is  that  of  DDT. 
If  it  does,  it  might,  for  an  example,  mean  using  the  alternate  lead 
arsenate  or  other  material  for  the  control  of  fruit  pests.. 

If  the  supplies  of  BHC,  toxaphene,  lindane,  aldrin  or  deildrin 
grow  short,  cotton  growers  may  have  to  rely  on  calcium  arsenate  to  con- 
trol boll  weevil0  •.  . 

Although  chlordane,  DDT,  BHC,  and  lindane  have  become  the  most 
widely  used  compounds  for  controlling  roaches  and  lice,  sodium  fluoride 
will  still  do  the  job.    However,  it'll  take  more  than  one  dose  to  do  the 

Job.  .  /....' 
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Toxaphene,  chlordane  and  aldrin  do  the  "beat  Job  of  killing 
grasshoppers,  mormon  crickets,  cutworms,  and  armyworms,  hut  sodium  fluo- 
silicate  can  he  used  as  an  alternate.    In  this  case,  however,  the  substi- 
tute is  not  as  effective  as  the  other  three  insecticides. 

On  the  "brighter  side,  there's  no  shortage  in  prospect  for  many 
of  the  old  "stand-bys."    Production  of  calcium  fluoride  fluosilicate,  and 
cryolite  is  sufficient,      Nicotine  is  availahle  in  most  adequate  supply 
and  there's  no  prospect  of  parathion  or  HETP  shortages,    Rotenone  supplies 
are  also  good. 

How  much  of  a  battle  farmers  will  have  to  wage  in  '51  is  hard 
to  say.    At  present  green-hug  infestations  in  Oklahoma,  the  panhandle  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico  are  reported  to  he  dropping  off;  as  for  the  green- 
hug  situation  farther  north,  USDA  has  no  official  word. 

Army  cutworms  have  also  heen  reported  in  Oklahoma,  West  Texas, 
and  New  Mexico  hut  they  too  are  no  longer  as  serious  as  they  were  two  or 
three  weeks  ago.    Again  we're  unable  to  say  as  to  the  Kansas  area. 

Cotton  farmers  aren't  Justified  in  expecting  the  past  cold 
winter  to  relieve  the  boll  weevil  situation.    It's  had  no  apparent  effect 
on  the  boll  weevil  situation  and  about  the  same  number  as  any  average 
spring  are  predicted. 

In  the  Corn  Belt  the  European  corn  borer  number  is  estimated 
to  be  about  the  same  as  it  was  in  the  spring  of  19^9»    That's  the  year 
they  did  $350  million  dollars  worth  of  damage, 

Latest  FAQ  News 

From  the  March  newsletter  of  the  Food  and  Agriculture  Organi- 
zation of  the  United  Nations  •  comes  this  word.    Recommendations  for  the 
organization's  program  in  1952  and  '53  have  been  to  lay  added  emphasis  on 
developing  the  extension  and  agricultural  education  service  along  with 
an  expansion  of  the  public  information  facilities. 

Some  thirty  countries  have  negotiated  for  what  FAO  calls  "tech- 
nical assistance"  programs.    Types  of  such  assistance  range  from  irriga- 
tion and  better  use  of  water  resources  to  forest  conservation,  develop- 
ment of  fisheries,  and  animal  and  plant  disease  control. 

As  you  may  recall  it  was  recently  announced  that  FAO  Head- 
quarters were  moving  to  Rome0  The  trip  proved  to  be  a  rather  rough  one 
for  the  second  contingent.  Their  ship  was  caught  in  one  of  the  worst 
storms  in  years,  drifted  without  power  for  a  day  and  a  half,  and  as  a 
result  a  good  many  of  the  folks  were  sick,  soaked,  and  bruised  in  the 
course  of  the  trip. 

Veteran  Farm  Journalist  Passes 

De  Witt  C,  Wing,  best  known  to  you  older  RFD's,  died  at  Normal, 
Illinois,  a  week  ago  today.    His  many  years  with  the  original  Breeders' 
Gazette,  Rural  New  Yorker,  and  USDA  Office  of  Information  earned  him  re- 
cognition for  outstanding  service  to  agriculture. 
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Among  Ourselves 

Frank  Atwood,  RFD  at  WTIC,  has  just  promoted  a  30-hour  plane 
ride  for  1,000  baby  chicks.    Those  chicks  will  be  flown  to  Austria  on 
April  17  as  the  first  installment  of  a  gift  to  k-E  Clubs  over  there. 
Our  word  has.it  that  Frank  did  the  outlining  of  the  project  and  the  Con* 
necticut  Poultry  Association  took  care  of  furnishing  the  chicks .  WTIC 
is  buying  their  airplane  ticket.    The  whole  project  resulted  from  a 
visit  to  Connecticut  by  a  group  of  Austrian  4-Hers  last  December.  Groups 
of  twenty-five  chicks  will  be  distributed  to  forty  4-Hers  to  help  get 
poultry  projects  started  over  there. 

.  .Bave  had  a  couple  of  changes  of  address  in  Iowa  recently. 
Dick  Arnold  is  the  new  EFD  at  KGLO,  Mason  City;  and  Doyle  Bladon  now 
fills  Dick's  former  RFD  spot  at  KSIB,  Creston. 

Bill  Kennedy,  Ext.  radio  editor,  Alabama,  now  has  a  5-minute 
daily  radio  script  that's  carried  by  AP  and  UP  to  some  60  stations. 
Checks  show  that  almost  every  station  is  using  it. 

Frank  Byrnes,  agricultural  extension  editor,  Ohio,  is  in  the 
market  for  a  home  economics  editor.  . Miriam  Foltz  Yantis,  present  holder 
of  that  position,  intends  to  resign  in  June  when  her  husband  gets  his 
doctor's  degree  there  at  Columbus,    Am  sure  that  Frank  will  be  happy  to 
hear  from  anyone  who's  interested  and  /'can  work  across  the  board  in  ex- 
tension publications,  press,  radio  and  television,," 

A  note  that  may  interest  some  of  you  RFD  members  of  the 
American  Agricultural  Editors  Assoc    If  you're  planning  to  attend  the 
spring  meetings  in  Oklahoma  City,  May  lkth  thru  l6th,  you  may  find  it 
enjoyable  to  take  in  part  of  the  American  Royal  Dairy  Cattle  Show  and 
Rodeo  on  the  way0    Performances  run  through  Sunday  afternoon,  May  11th. 

Had  a  note  from  Bill  Zipf  this  week  saying  that  he  has  just 
returned  from  a  two  weeks  vacation  in  Florida.    Before  you  get  envious, 
I'd  like  to  report  that  he  also  mentioned  an  expanded  early  a.m,  show 
(now  6:05  to  6;k5)  and  a  half -hour  Sunday  afternoon  TV  show  2:30  to 
3:00  plus  his  farm  editor  chores  for  Columbus  Dispatch. 

Bill  says,  "The  TV  -  Farmtime  started  as  a  15-minute  show, 
but  we  soon  needed  more  time9"    Three  sponsors  pick  up  the  tab  so  you 
can  see  Bill  is  fat  on  TV.    When  you  try  to  run  a  three  ring  circus  life 
that,  brother  you'll  need  a  vacation  once  in  a  while. 

According  to  a  clipping  from  the  Amarillo  Daily  News,  RFD 
Sandy  Saunders  is  gaining  fame  as  a  rattlesnake  catcher.    He  and  two 
other  fellows  caught  the  prize  rattler  at  the  Waynoka  Rattlesnake  Eound- 
up0    Their  entry  was  5  feet  3^  inches  long,  weighed  9i  pounds,  and  von 
over  the  20h  other  entries.     (Say  Sandye.3.did  you  interview  your  entry 
on  the  air?) 

RFD  Art  Durfee,  Maryland,  has  an  article  in  the  April  issue 
of  Country  Gentleman  on  "How  to  Start  an  FFA  Boar  Co-op"  that  may  inr 
terest  you. 
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Southwestern  RFD  Meeting 


A  note  from  Bill  Tipton,  RFD  at  Abilene.,  reports  the  Spring 
meeting  of  the  Southwestern  Region  NARFD.    RFD's  from  four  states  were 
on  hand  for  the  meeting  which  took  up  at  Shreveport  last  Friday  evening. 
The  first  thing  they  did  was  eat.,. a  very  normal  procedure  for  RFD's... 
Saturday  was  devoted  to  a  tour  of  the  Western  Louisiana  area. 

George  Roesner,  KTRH,  was  elected  to  the  regional  chairmanship 
post  at  the  "business  meeting  Sunday  morning.    Newly  elected  directors 
are  Burnis  Arnold,  Oklahoma  A  &  M,  and  George  Shannon,  WWL. 

Other  RFD's  attending  were  Loudon,  LSU;  Hickerson,  Texas  A&M; 
Cox,  WFAA;  Ruhmann,  WBAP;  Holmes,  KLRA;  Timmons,  KTBS;  and  Creel,  KFYO, 

"An  Entirely  New  Method" 

John  Manchester,  assistant  extension  editor,  Maine,  recently 
called  my  attention  to  the  progress  that  they've  made  in  Extension's  use 
of  radio  up  there  in  the  past  26  years. 

He  included  a  copy  of  the  January  18,  1925  Portland  Sunday 
Press  and  Maine  Farmer,,    In  it  was  an  article  telling  about  the  Exten- 
sion Service  preparing  to  use  "an  entirely  new  method"  of  carrying  its 
message  of  better  farm  and  home  practices  to  the  farmers, "... 6 .a  series 
of  15-minute  radio  talks  over  WABI, 

Might  mention,  for  the  sake  of  contrast,  they're  now  doing 
nearly  five  hours  of  extension  broadcasts  per  week  in  cooperation  with 
some  15  or  16  stations. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  1^ 

CBS  Farm  News, ., .originates  3:^5-4:00  pm  EST.. a. News  and  fea- 
tures with  Claude  Mahoney, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .. ,1: 00-1:30  pm  EST... .Ken 
Gapen  reports  "USDA  Headlines."    Feature  is  final  one  of  the  "What's 
New  In  Farm  Science"  series.    Originates  KNBC  San  Francisco  with  Henry 
Schacht,  Director  of  Agriculture,  interviewing  Dr.  Ma  J.  Copley,  Dir. 
Western  Regional  Research  Laboratory,  USDA;  Drs,  R,  R.  Legault  and  G, 
H,  Brother,  staff  members;  and  Dr.  E.  A.  Beavens,  Fruit  and  Vegetable 
Chemical  laboratory. 

ABC  American  Farmer, .. .12:30-1:00  pm  EST.... "Top  of  the  Farm 
News"  with  Ken  Gapen  and  Bob  Crom  from  Washington,    Feature  on  "New 
Types  in  Soybeans"  with  Ken  Gapen  interviewing  Dr.  Martin  G,  Weiss  of 
the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry. 

Baling  Wire 


NPA  says  there  should  be  an  adequate  supply  of  bale  ties. 
However,  distribution  problems  may  cause  some  local  shortages  of  coiled 
wire  used  in  antomatic  balers. 
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Ex-RFD's  Report  From  Europe  • 

Think  you'll  enjoy  a  few  highlights  from  Layne  Beaty,  ex- 
WBAP  now  in  Greece  with  ECA.    He  reports  a  good  sea  trip  to  Paris;  was 
met  there  "by  Wallace  Kadderly,  ex-KGW  RED;  then  flew  from  there  to 
Athens.    As  you  may  remember  Layne  is  working  there  with  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  as,  what  he  terms,  "advisor,  encourager,  consultant, 
and  prodder, " 

There's  lot*s  of  work  to  "be  done  in  expanding  the  information 
system  over  there  and  Layne  says  it's  made  more  difficult  by  the  lan- 
guage problem  and  the  lack  of  proper  materials. 

He's  "reached  the  conclusion  that  American-made  films  are  of 
limited  use  in  teaching  Greek  farmers.    Mainly  because  the  average 
Greek  farmer  is  unimpressed  "by  scenes  which  he  recognizes  as  non-Medi- 
terranean." As  an  example  Layne  says  the  sight  of  a  farmer  "in  Iowa  get- 
ting into  his  car  and  driving  down  a  paved  highway  will  turn  a  Greek 
farmer's  stomach,  ., .  Mickey  -  Mouse'  is  a  completely  different  matter,  of 
course. " 

From  the  newspaper  angle,  ECA  and  U.S.  Information  service 
have  the  situation  well  in  hand.    Layne  mentions  that  a  good  many  of 
the  newspaper  reporters  also  work  with  radio  part  time.    It's  a  handy 
arrangement  "because  it  insures  them  of  complete  cooperation  with  the 
Athenian  press. 

Radio-wise  "it's  mostly  a  matter  of  flashlight  "batteries  and 
haling  wire  with  the  exception  of  Athens  and  Salonika c    At  present 
they  have  two  ("borrowed)  tape  recorders  for  radio  use  in  the  whole-  coun- 
try of  Greece.    Therefore  one  of  the  first  projects  is  to  get  two  per 
station  which  will  enable  them  to  set  up  at  least  some  sort  of  network. 

At  present  there  are  no  land  lines  capable  of  linking  stations 
together  so  you  can  see  that  a  good  deal  has  to  be  done  before  regular 
broadcasts  will  reach  interior  Greek  farmers.    To  add  to  the  situation, 
there  are  many  pockets  of  the  country  where  no  Greek  station  can  be 
tuned  in. 

Sounds  like  the  Greeks  are  on  their  toes  as  far  as  consumer 
radio  goes,  however.    They  have  a  daily  8  a.m.  broadcast  from  the  fruit 
and  vegetable  market  in  Athens  which  Layne  says  housewives  in  the  area 
regard  as  a  "must." 

Layne  also  mentions  finding  a  girl  singer  on  the  Istanbul 
station  that  he  would  recommend  for  Phil  Alampi's  program. 

Had  a  letter  from  Wallace  Kadderly  this  week,  too.    He's  been 
spending  time  in  Turkey,  Greece,  Italy  and  Germany.    Mentioned  that 
there's  hope  of  developing  a  home  economics  service  to  existing  farm 
broadcasts  in  Germany. 
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Might  also  "be  interested  in  the  increased  use  of  FM  "broad- 
casting in  the  U.  Sa  Zone  of  Germany  that  Wallace  sends  word  about. 
FM  seems  to  he  the  answer  to  the  over-crowded  medium  wave  hands  in 
Europe  and  at  the  same  time  provides  the  "best  reception  yet  as  far  as 
quality  is  concerned.    Networks  are  now  under  construction  in  states  of 
the  U.  Se  Zone. 

Soybean  Picture 

Have  mentioned  before  that  soybeans  are  on  the  critical  list 
as  far.  as  acreage  is  concerned.    Looks  like  we  may  have  about  9  percent 
fewer  acres  of  soybeans  this  year  as  compared  to  last.    Slightly  more 
than  12  million  acres  are  in  prospect  for  '51.    That's  about  7  percent 
under  the  production  guide  set  up  for  this  year. 

One  big  factor  on  the  brighter  side  is  that  soybeans  are  an- 
other top  example  of  research  paying  off  during  this  time  of  defense 
production,,    As  a  result  of  recent  research  less  acres  will  have  to  be 
planted  to  beans  to  get  those  needed  bushels.    Statistics  show  that  new 
varieties,  developed  during  the  past  ten  years,  produce  20' percent  more 
beans  and  10  percent  more  oil  per  acre  than  the  ones  we  were  using  be- 
fore 19^0. 

Since  19*1-3  superior  varieties  have  been  developed  for  every 
major  area  of  the  soybean  belt  with  the  exception  of  the  Upper  Miss, 
Delta,     (An  improved  variety  for  that  area  is  expected  in  the  near 
future ) . 

The  whole  thing  sums  up  to.,  quite  a  story  when  we  break  it 
down.    The  use  of  these  new  varieties  means  an  average  increase  of  3 
bushels  per  acre  to  the  farmer, 

You  RFD's  that  have  occasion  to  use  this  sort  of  story  will 
also  be  interested  in  additional  material  that'll  be  coming  out  soon... 
possibly  in  a  week  or  so. 

Customers  Across  the  Border 

Suggest  a  look  through  the  enclosed  booklet  if  you're  inter- 
ested in  the  answers  to  the  questions  about  our  trade  relationships 
with  Canada,    Thought  the  point  on  page  two  about  Canadians  buying  10 
times  as  much  from  the  U.  S,  as  folks  in  the  U.  S8  buy  from  Canada  was 
an  especially  good  one  to  keep  in  mind, 


Cordially, 

Enclosures:  Kenneth  M,  Gapen     \  -wMlS  lW^^- 

Leaflet  No„  26l  Ass't  Director  of  MorfV  ^  Q  \ 

Customers  Across  the  Border  for  Radio  and  Tel^rijji^fll  V 
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RFO  LETTER 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 

From 

Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information  -  U.  S.  Department  of  AgricuEt 


April  13,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Suggestions  galore  have  come  in  from  station  and  extension 
RFD's  and  others  for  the  two  agricultural  work-study  groups  at  the 
Institute  for  Education  "by  Radio  in  Columbus,  Ohio,  ifcay  3  to  6  inclu- 
sive.   With  only  two  periods  to  plan  for,  the  joh  oedfeme  one  of  sift- 
ing and  consolidating  topics. 

The  theme  for  "both  the  radio  and  television  sessions  will 
he  "Service  To  Agriculture."    Both  will  start  at  9:30  &,m.    Based  on 
the  excellent  attendance  of  recent  years,  a  goodly  group  of  station, 
network,  land  grant • college,  county  and  other  educational  people  will 
he  there.    The  program-  lines  up  ahout  as  follows: 


Television  in  Agricultural  Broadcasting- -May  5: 


Our  Fourth  Look  at  Television  --  Maynard  Speece, 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture' 

■  How  a  College  Owned  Station  Serves  Agriculture  -- 
C.R.  Elder,  Iowa  State  College 

How  Ohio  Uses  Commercial  Television  —  Francis 
Byrnes,  Ohio  State  .  . 

"Which  Came  First?"  --  A  kinescope  recording  of  a 
network  science  show 

Television  How -rTo -Do -It's  --  A  panel  discussion 
with  Francis  Byrnes,  Ohio  State,  as  chairman 
and  panel  members  experienced  in  use  of  tele- 
vision 

•  •'  '  R  ARY; 
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Radio  in  Agricultural  Broadcasting- -May  6,» 

Where  Have  We  Been  and  Where  Are  We  Going?  — 
Ken  Gapen,  U,  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 

How  County  Agents  Use  Radio  —  F,  P.  "Pop" 
Taylor,  county  agent,  Steuhenville,  Ohio, 
reports  on  a  survey 

We're  Waking  Up  To  Our  Consumer  Audience  -- 
Loa  Davis,  Consumer  Education,  Extension 
Service,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture 

Program  Promotion       Jerry  Seaman,  Bert  S. 
Gittins  Advertising 

Working  Together  More  Effectively  Panel 
discussion  with  Phil  Alampi,  Station 
WJZ  and  Pres.  National  Association  of 
'  Radio  Farm  Directors,  as  chairman  and 
several  panel  members  from  the  farm  and 
home  field 


Smokey  Bear  Kits  Out 

Bill  Bergoffen,  Forest  Service,  tells  me  that  your  forest 
fire  prevention  kit  has  "been  mailed  to  you.    Looked  over  my  copy  and 
was  impressed  "by  the  number  of  leads  it  gives.    For  the  local  angle, 
many  of  you  will  he  particularly  interested  in  the  note  in  the  lower 
right  hand  corner  of  the  middle  spread. 

Defense  Food  Order  No,  2 

Defense  food  order  No.  2  just  came  out  this  afternoon  and 
establishes  the  amount  of  the  1951  vegetable  pack  which  must  he  set 
aside  for  defense  use.    Effective  April  17,  the  order  covers  canned 
asparagus,  lima  "beans,  green  and  wax  "beans,  carrots,  sweet  corn,  green 
peas,  pumpkin,  sweet  potatoes,  tomatoes,  tomato  catsup  and  tomato 
paste.    This  order  has  "been  issued  to  spread  responsibility  for  meet- 
ing Government  requirements  evenly  among  canners. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  April  21 

ABC  American  Farmer ... ,12:30-1:00  pm  EST.... "Top  Of  The  Farm 
News"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Boh  Crom.    Dr.  H.  R.  Bird  and  Dr.  Joseph 
Blight,  BAI  of  USDA,  on  "Wonder  Drugs." 

CBS  Farm  News originates  3:^5-^:00  pm  EST ....News  and 
features  with  Claude  Mahoney, 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour, .. .1:00-1:30  pm  EST..,. "USDA 
Headlines"  Ken  Gapen,    Everett  Mitchell  interviews  Jeannine  Holland, 
Houston,  Texas,  1951  Maid  of  Cotton,  on  new  designs  and  the  importance 
of  cotton  in  National  defense. 
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Feeding  Cattle  by  Chart 

Hardly  a  day  goes  "by  without  our  hearing  of  some  prospective 
development  for  the  improvement  of  future  agriculture.    One  that  I 
heard  of  recently  rates  a  word  in  this  letter  "because  I  think  it'll 
also  interest  you. 

The  development  is  aimed  at  drawing  up  charts  that  would  tell 
a  producer  how  much  or  how  little  feed  he  could  afford  to  give  a  calf 
on  the  basis  of  feed  and  beef  prices  at  that  particular  time. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  folks  out  at  the  Animal  Husbandry 
Experiment  Station  at  Beltsville  already  have  started  experiments  to 
gather  the  data  needed  for  such  charts. 

The  experiment  is  being  run  with  pairs  of  identical  twin  beef 
calves  (50$  or  more  beef  blood).    The  advantage  of  using  identical  twins 
for  this  project  is  that  small  numbers  of  them  yield  the  results  ordi- 
narily gotten  only  from  experiments  using  twenty  times  as  many  unrelated 
calves . 

Being  identical  the  calves  have  exactly  the  same  inherited 
characteristics  and  any  difference  that  may  develop  after  birth  is  en- 
tirely due  to  environment,  feed,  etc. 

Dr.  Clarence  Winchester,  the  physiologist  in  charge  of  the 
project,  says  he's  bought  every  pair  of  identical  twins  within  practical 
driving  distance  of  Beltsville.    He's  still  looking  for  more. 

Identical  twins  occur  on  an  average  of  only  once  out  of  every 
3,632  calvings  in  beef  cattle,  according  to  the  folks  who  know.... so 
think  you'll  be  able  to  understand  why  they've  only  found  6  pair  with- 
in that  hOO  mile  radius. 

If  you  EFD?s  in  Maryland,  West  Virginia,  Virginia,  or  Perm, 
know  of  any  within  that  area,  Dr.  Winchester  would  be  glad  to  hear  about 
them.    In  spite  of  a  good  many  helpful  folks  volunteering  twins ... large 
numbers  of  them  prove  to  be  fraternal  rather  than  identical  when  they 
are  put  to  the  blood  test, 

During  the  experiment  both  calves  get  enough  feed  to  keep 
them  healthy  but  the  one  twin  isn't  given  enough  to  allow  for  a  normal 
rate  of  growth.     (Various  levels  are  used  with  different  sets),  After 
the  pair  has  been'  on  experiment  for  six  months,  they  are  put  on  about 
full  feed  rations  until  they  reach  1,000  pounds. 

From  the  data  on  these  experiments  statisticians  draw  up  the 
figures  needed  for  the  charts.    The  calves  on  experiment  will  also  be 
watched  for  affects  of  "short  period"  limited  rations  on  quality  of 
meat,  hides,  etc.    The  net  result  of  this  project  could  be  a  tremen- 
dous annual  saving  of  feed  for  the  nation  and  could  make  it  possible 
for  the  producer  to  more  accurately  determine  when  it's  profitable  to 
full  feed  and  when  it's  not. 


Timely  Reminder 


With  the  consumer  wanting  to  "buy  more  meat  this  year  a  good 
many  folks  will  "be  expanding  in  the  direction  of  meat-type  chicken 
production. 

Might  he  a  timely  item  for  some  of  you  to  review  Just  what's 
wanted  in  the  "best  meat-type  chicken  and  what  kind  of  a  bird's  going 
to  "bring  producers  the  best  market  at  maturity, 

USDA  poultry  specialists  tell  us  that  the  producer  will  do 
best  by  raising  a  light  colored,  fast  growing,  early  feathering  bird 
that  puts  on  meat  at  an  early  age. 

A  light  colored  chicken  gets  away  from  the  undesirable  black 
speck  appearance  on  the  dressed  bird.    The  early  feathering  bird  makes 
an  ideal  dressing  bird  because  it's  fully  feathered  by  the  time  it 
reaches  market  weight  and  there's  a  minimum  amount  of  pin  feathers. 

Fast  growth  means  fewer  days  on  feed  and,  of  course,  cheaper 
gains  in  the  long  run.    Heavy  leg  and  breast  fleshing  must  also  be 
kept  in  mind  as  being  important. 

The  BAI  folks  out  at  Beltsville  have  been  doing  a  lot  of  work 
on  improvement  of  meat-type  birds.    They  tell  us  that  they're  devel- 
oping a  new  breed  out  there  called  the  Silver  Cornish  which  appears  to 
have  definite  possibilities  as  a  broiler. 

It  has  the  Columbian  pattern  of  plumage,  compares  favorably 
with  the  Dark  Cornish  for  meat  qualities  and  the  New  Hampshire  for 
growing  qualities.    It's  also  rated  high  for  fast  feathering  and  is 
almost  equal  to  the  Dark  Cornish  in  leg  and  breast  fleshing. 

However,  the  folks  out  there  warn  us  not  to  give  producers 
any  encouragement  on  being  able  to  get  Silver  Cornish  right  now  because 
all  the  eggs  are  needed  for  further  experiments  at  present.  Eventual- 
ly they  hope  to  distribute  them  through  State  Experiment  Stations. 

Interest  High  In  Gardening 

Reports  on  the  1951  national  gardening  and  food  preservation 
program  tell  us  that  the  interest  is  much  greater  than  last  year.  Sup- 
porting evidence  for  the  reports  are  greatly  increased  demands  for  gar- 
dening bulletins  and  tools. 

High  food  costs  are  expected  to  help  encourage  people  to  go 
"all  out"  on  food  preservation  in  their  garden  projects.    The  sugar 
situation  will  present  no  problem  and  Extension  folks  tell  us  they're 
doing  all  within  their  power  to  get  enough  glass  jars,  freezer  con- 
tainers, and  other  food  preservation  materials  to  meet  the  need. 
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More  from  RED  Overseas 

A  recent  letter  from  Wallace  Kadderly,  ex-RFD  at  KGW,  gives 
us  some  more  of  the  story  on  ECA  work  in  Greece.    You'll  recall,  Layne 
Beaty's  letter  last  week  filled  us  in  on  part  of  the  picture, 

Wallace's  present  project  in  Greece  is  helping  develop  an  in- 
formation section  in  agricultural  extension  and  education.    He  says  one 
of  the  "biggest  jobs  right  now  is  the  education  of  new  extension  folks 
in  the  use  of  mass  media.    For  instance. . .education  stressing  the  im- 
portance of  effective  preparation  and  use  of  slides  in  spreading  the 
good  word  on  "better  farming  practices. 

As  for  radio,  seems  that  it's  often  going  to  serve  as  the 
initial  contact.    Radio's  assignment  will  "be  that  of  getting  the  folks 
interested  in  wanting  to  do  a  "better  job  of  farming.    From  that  desire 
they'll  get  stimulation  to  cooperate  with  extension  projects  and  get 
more  of  the  "know-how," 

Was  rather  surprised  to  hear  what  Wallace  found  in  the  way 
of  management  personnel  over  there.    Said  the  man  in  charge  of  radio 
activities  in  Greece,  a  fellow  "by  the  name  of  Tsigantes,  is  a  retired 
army  general.    Has  a  wonderful  concept  of  service  to  listeners  and, 
although  he's  "been  in  charge  less  than  a  year,  has  done  a  lot  to  po- 
pularize programs  and  acquire  more  capable  staff, 

Tsigantes  has  also  started  a  farm  service  set-up  in  Athens 
totalling  Ik  "broadcasts  a  week.    Program  material  ranges  from  daily 
market  reports,  direct  from  the  Athens  market  place,  to  talks  on  cur- 
rent topics  by  representatives  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

The  ex-general  eventually  hopes  to  expand  the  farm  service 
and  put  a  full-time  man  on  these  operations. 

Wallace  re -emphasizes  Layne  Beaty's  comment  on  the  lack  of 
land  lines  and  the  need  for  tape  recorders.    Present  transmitting 
facilities  are  limited  to  a  15  KW  transmitter  at  Athens  and  six  smaller 
transmitters  outside  of  Athens  programmed  "by  the  army. 

Plans  are  to  "boost  the  Athens  station  to  150  KW,  build  a  50 
KW  in  another  town,  and  add  four  5  KW  set-ups  in  five  other  towns.  If 
that  goes  through  it'll  provide  radio  coverage  to  almost  all  of  Greece 
with  the  exception  of  certain  mountainous  regions. 

On  the  listener  end.. .they  have  180,000  receiving  sets  in 
Greece  now  and  are  planning  to  install  receivers  in  central  points  of 
villages  that  now  have  no  radios. 

One  of  the  first  projects  of  the  new  extension  service  is 
the  setting  up  of  about  one  hundred  grassland  farming  demonstrations. 


-  6  - 


A  good  deal  of  effort  will  also  "be  put  on  developing  skills 
of  the  young  men  of  the  country,    They  "bring  the  young  men  in,  train 
them  in  skills  of  "building,  etc„,  and  then  give  them  tools  to  take  "back 
to  their  communities  and  work  with.    They've  already  graduated  about 
six  hundred  and  twenty-five  in  such  a  program. 

Recordings  with  IFYE's 

A  short  time  ago  we  sent  you  a  tentative  list  .-of  the  folks 
that  would  "be  taking  part  in -this  year's  International  Farm  Youth  Ex- 
change.   Last  year  a  number  of  you  RFD's  were  interested  in  getting  re- 
cordings from  these  folks  while  they  were  overseas.         •  , 

In  case  some  of  you  are  again  interested  here's  what  we  can 
tell  you  about  the  procedure  to  follow. 

"Your  "best  initial  move  is  to  contact  the  exchangee  in  person, 
and  discuss  the  sort  of  recording  you  want.    Upon  his  arrival  here  in 
Washington,  that  individual  will  have  the  opportunity  to  sit  in  on  a 
radio  "briefing  session.    He'll  then  get  an  idea  of  what  the  recording 
situation  will  "be  over  there. 

Most  of  the  responsibility  for  the  recordings  will  depend  on 
the  initiative  of  the  individual,    Facilities  in  many  countries  are 
rather  limited,  tape  machines  are  scarce,  and  the  youngsters  will  have 
to  make  special  effort  to  get  the  recordings  made. 

If  you  prefer  tape,  it  might  be  a  good  idea  to  give  them  a 
spool  or  two  that  could  be  used  should  they  run  into  an  ECA  or  similar 
set-up-   .As  for  the  discs  in  Europe,  they're  more  popular  over  there 
but  they're  quite  soft  and  must  be  handled  with  care  in  shipping  and 
dubbing  or  playing. 

We'll  carry  any  further  developments  on  this  matter  in  future 
letters  for  your  information. 

Suggestion  for  Your  'Consideration 

A  suggestion  that's  come  to  me. 9 .and  may  be  of  service  to  both 
you  and  the  farmer... is  to  stress  the  need  in  many  areas  for  inoculation 
of  legume  seed  as  well  as  the  need  for  planting  high  quality  seed. 

Might  be  a  good  idea  to  contact  a  county  agent  to  check  on 
local  recommendations.    Also,  the  local  PMA  office.    A  good  many  of 
them  are  suggesting  that  farmers  planting  legumes,  as  part  of  the  agri- 
cultural conservation  program,  be  sure  to  inoculate.    That  vay  they 
can  be  reasonably  sure  that  the  legumes  have  the  high-producing  bac- 
teria with  which  to  do  the  best  job  for  the  soil. 
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Corn  Picture  Since  Pes  Moines 

Secretary  Brannan  and  PMA  Administrator  Gus  Geissler  were 
happy  with  the  response  at  the  Des  Moines  meeting  Saturday,  April  7, 
They  feel  farmers  are  going  to  get  out  there  and  try  and  "bring  that 
corn  acreage  up.    However,  it's  well  to  keep  in  mind  that  the  increase 
will  only  "be  gotten  through  continued  emphasis  of  the  need. 

Maybe  You  Got  One  Too 

Some  of  you  RFD's  may  recall  the  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour 
feature  about  a  month  ago  originating  from  the  Northern  Regional  Re- 
search Laboratory  in  Peoria.    The  topic  was  "Industrial  Uses  for  Farm 
Products"  and  included  com  as  one  of  those  products. 

The  "broadcast  "brought  a  listener  query  to  us  that  some  of 
you  may  also  have  run  into.    It  was  from  a  farmer  in  New  York  asking 
whether  the  production  of  corn-protein  fiber  would  have  an  effect  on 
our  feed  supplies. 

The  folks  in  the  Bureau  of  Ag.  Chemistry  supplied  the  an- 
swer. They  pointed  out  that  only  about  1  out  of  every  2,k00  pounds 
of  gluten  in  the  corn  crop  is  used  for  this  type  of  fiber  production. 

They  conclude  that  the  value  of  corn-protein  fiber  as  a  tex- 
tile material  far  outweighs  in  importance  the  value  which  the  small 
quantity  of  protein  it  uses  would  have  as  livestock  feed. 

Possible  Pick-Up 

Next  time  you're  in  the  PMA  office  you  might  like  to  pick 
up  the  three  leaflets  they're  distributing  on  defense  needs  for  corn, 
wheat  and  soybeans.    The  leaflets  have  state -by-state  breakdowns  of 
the  needed  acreages  and  a  good  deal  of  other  information  of  use  to 
you0 

Cincinnati  Meeting 

RFD's  in  the  Cincinnati  area  may  be  interested  in  a  meeting 
of  the  National  Farm  Chemurgic  Council  this  week. ..April  17th  19th 
I  believe.    Think  Byron  Shaw,  USDA  Agricultural  Research  Specialist, 
will  have  a  good  deal  to  say  about  crops  that  can  be  used  as  substi- 
tutes in  our  defense  efforts  in  his  talk  there  Thursday  afternoon. 

Cans  for  Perishable  Foods 

Practically  all  perishable  foods  are  now  assured  of  unlim- 
ited supplies  of  tin  cans  due  to  a  change  of  the  NPA  order  that  for- 
merly restricted  their  use. 
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April  1  Outlook  . 

Tuesday's  crop  report  was  top  farm  news.    There's  lots  of 
interest  in  what  effect  recent  conditions  are  having  on  expected  yield 
of  winter  wheat,  fall  sown  oats  and  "barley,  and  fruit  crops. 

The  estimate  of  the  winter  wheat  crop,  as  you  already  know, 
was  some  173  million  "bushels  less  than  the  amount  forecast  on  December 
1.    The  decrease  is  largely  due  to  continued  dryness,  severe  winter 
weather,  and  insect  infestations  in  the  central  and  southern  Great 
Plains. 

In  Kansas,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Colorado  and  New  Mexico  these 
conditions  have  cut  the  acreage  intended  for  harvest  "by  about  one 
fourth  of  that  estimated  last  December.    The  yield  of  the  current  crop' 
is  expected  to  "be  the  lowest  since  193 9*  i  .somewhere  around  12.9  "bushels. 

Insect  infestations  have  "been  quite  varies:    cutworms  have 
"been  heavy  in  Kansas  and  Oklahoma,  greenbugs  have  taken  their  toll  in 
those  two  states  and  Texas,  and  a  variety  of  other  insects  have  been 
at  work  in  that  whole  general  area.  ,-. 

Damage  to  fall-sown  cats  and  barley  was  serious  in  some  of 
the  same  areas.    Rye  is  slightly  below  last  year.    Expectations  for  the 
peach  crop  are  less  than  average  this  year  due  to  freezing  damage  in 
the  North  Central  States.  .Outlook  for  grapes,  pears,  and  sour  cherries 
is  mostly  good.    However,  -Sweet  cherries  were  more  adversely  affected 
than  sour  cherries  in  the  Great  Lakes  area. 

Brighter  Side  of  the  Wheat  Picture 

Our  first  conclusion  might  be  that  our  irtieat  situation  is 
extremely  serious;  however,  when  we  look  at  it  from  another  angle  it's 
brighter.    Tuesday's  estimate  of  the  winter  wheat  crop  was  727  million 
bushels  and  March  19th' s  estimate  for  spring  wheat  was  3^9  million 
bushels  (figured  using  average  yields  on  March  1st  acreage  intentions). 

Assuming  the  estimates  are  approximately  right,  this  year's 
production  would  total  1  billion  36  million  bushels  as  compared  to 
last  year's  total  production  of  1  billion  27  million  bushels.  Figur- 
ing it  out  on  a  July  1st  carryover  basis  this  would  give  us  approx- 
imately the  same  carryover  on  July  1  of  this  year  as  on  July  1,  1950* 

As  a  part  of  the  grain  picture,  USDA  is  urging  winter  wheat 
growers  in  the  Southwest  to  replant  "plowed  up"  wheat  ground  to  grain 
sorghum. 

Cordially, 

Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
Enclosures-2  for  Radio  and  Television 

"The  Facts  We  Face" 

"The  Johns  Hopkins  Science  Show" 


RFO  LETUR 


To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  Information -U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


April  20,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


Uncle  Sam's  intended,  grain  export  for -the  month  of  l^fey  pro- 
mises to  "break  all  world  records,,    Intentions  are  to  ship  ahout  7^ 
million  "bushels  of  wheat,  coarse  grain,  and  soybeans  to  other  coun- 
tries next  month. 

Totals  on  those  exports  will  far  exceed  amounts  of  grain 
ever  "before  exported  during  one  month  "by  any  country  in  the  world. 
(Some  of  you  ex-sailors  may  prefer  to  think  of  that  as  200  full-size, 
ocean-going  transports  fully  loaded  with  grain) . 

Think  this  "bit  of  information  may  help  us  more  fully  under- 
stand the  critical  warehouse  and  port  facilities  situation  at  present. 

The  current  marketing  year,  July  1,  1950  to  July  30,  1951; 
has  "been  a  "bit  unusual  from  the  standpoint  of  grain  export  so  far. 
Exports  for  the  first  six  months  noticeably  lagged  "behind  last  year. 
However,  record,  or  near  record,  exports  during  the  current  six  month 
period  promises  to  give  us  a  current  year  total  very  similar  to  last 
yearfsc 

Indications  are  that  in  spite  of  recent  heavy  shipments,  our 
July  1st  wheat  reserve  will  "be  well  over  kOO  million  "bushels  if  the 
current  crop  comes  near  to  expectations. 

Going  on  from  there,  our  supplies  of  wheat  should  "be  "big 
enough  to  take  care  of  all  normal  disappearances  during  the  next  ship- 
ping year  and  even  a  few  special  deals,  such  as  the  one  for  India  now 
under  discussion.    This  would  still  not  pull  our  wheat  reserves  to 
dangerous  levels.  „  3  ,not  "below.  300  to  kOO  million  "bushels  as  of  July  1, 
1952. 
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A  x  Y  =  C 

Y  yield 
A  acres 
C  crop 

Brushing  up  on  our  high  school  algebra,  we  find  that  A  x  Y 
equals  C.    And  may  that  serve  as  a  reminder  to  us  that  both  acreage 
and  yield  are  important  in  achieving  our  1951  production  guides. 

During  the  past  week  Secretary  Brannan  pointed  out  that  while 
our  first  concern  is  getting  the  acres ,  it's  also  important  that  farm- 
ers use  the  best  possible  production  practices  to  increase  yield  per 
acre.    Proper  seed  bed  preparation,  fertilization,  control  of  pests, 
efficient  cultivation  and  use  of  best  adapted  seed  can  make  a  lot  of 
difference  in  the  total  number  of  bushels  of  feed  grain  harvested  this 
year. 

As  one  example e a . .the  areas  now  planting  only  a  small  percent- 
age of  their  corn  acreage  with  hybrid  seed  can  boost  yields  consider- 
ably by  using  well  adapted  hybrids  whenever  available 0 

Twenty -One  Golden  Pages 

Think  that  describes  this  week's  enclosure,  "More  Meat  for 
Defense."  It's  a  booklet  that's  especially  timely  right  now  and  can 
be  the  source  of  many  good  program  ideas. 

Of  special  interest  are  the  briefly  stated  facts  on  what  we 
can  do  to  maximize  efficiency  and  production  in  beef,  pork,  mutton  and 
poultry. 

It  ties  in  nicely  with  our  all  "out  push"  for  adequate  feed 
grain  and  food  production  which  in  turn  is  the  answer  to  a  major  por- 
tion of  present  day  problems;  Because  with  adequate  production  we'll 
have  plenty  of  food  for  civilian  and  military  needs,  prices  will  tend 
to  take  care  of  themselves,  we  can  extend  needed  aid  overseas,  etc. 

National  Home  Demonstration  Week 

April  29  through  May  5  is  National  Home  Demonstration  Week 
and  offers  program  possibilities  of  a  widely  varied  nature*  "Today's 
Home  Builds  Tomorrow's  World"  is  the  general  theme  with  exact  phases 
varying  with  States,  areas,  and  communities. 

You  RFD's  can  do  a  lot  to  publicize  past  achievements  and 
help  them  find  future  needs  in  the  programs,    Projects  range  all  the 
way  from  improved  roads,  and  better  communities  to  family  health  and 
mobilization. 

Your  local  Extension  folks  are  the  ones  to  see  for  the  nature 
of  the  project  in  your  area. 
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More  on  Soybeans 

RFD's'  with  interests  in  soybeans  probably  noticed  this  week's 
USDA  release  ori  the  eight  new  varieties.    They've  all  been  developed 
through  cooperative- Federal  and  State  research  during  the  past  10  years* 
The  Daily  Summary  carried  a  "brief  resume  of  it  and  all  of  you  in  the 
major  soybean  states  got  the  full-length  release. 

For  your  further  information  here's  what  soybean  specialists 
have  to  say  ah  but  the  general,  seed  picture*    Supplies  of  Hawkeye,  Adams, 
Lincoln,  Wabash  and  Monroe  are  generally  adequate.    However,  the  sup- 
ply of  Blackhawk  will  not  meet  the  demand  in  '51.    For  the  last  word  on 
varietal  recommendations  and  current  seed  situations  they  suggest  see- 
ing your  local  Extension  office. 

Might  re-emphasize  the  significant  cultural  changes  that  may 
help  many  farmers  reach  the  production  guides  set  up  in  some  29  States. 
USDA  is  recommending  later  planting  in  the  South,  preferably  in  May, 
and  narrower  rows  in  the  North  Central  States. 

Reasons  for  the  May  planting  are  better  weed  control  and  a 
higher  sensitivity  of  the  new  varieties  to  length  of  day.    The  narrower 
rows  in  the  cereal  belt  will  get  growers  higher  yields  per  acre.  In 
order  to  avoid  a  problem  when  using  2  row  corn  equipment  they  suggest 
alternating  wide  and  narrow  rows.    It'll  cut  down  average  distance  be- 
tween rows  and  still  not  require  special  cultivating  machinery. 

Fruit  Growers  Circular 

Bigger  and  better  quality  fruit  with  lees  labor  and  cost 
through  use  of  chemical  thinning  is  the  slant  of  the  new  USDA  Circular 
867. 

Title  of  the  circular  is  "Fruit  Thinning  with  Chemical  Sprays." 
It'll  be  of  most  interest  to  RFD's  in  the  apple  production  areas  and 
some  of  you  in  the  peach  and  stone  fruit  producing  sections. 

Briefly  the  background  of  the  story  is  this.    Thinning  of 
certain  kinds  of  tree  fruit  is  necessary  to  avoid  overcropping*  It 
also  improves  fruit  size,  color  and  quality.    Hand  thinning  is  costly 
and  in  many  cases  can't  be  done  early  enough  to  be  wholly  effective. 

With  the  chemical  method ....  sprays  are  applied  during,  or 
just  following,  the  bloom  period.    The  right  time  for  apples  seems  to 
be  less  exact  than  that  for  the  stone  fruits.    Most  of  the  experiment- 
ation has  been  done  with  dinitro  sprays  and  naphthaleneacetic  acid. 
In  apple  producing  areas  of  the  Northwest  chemical  thinning  has  given 
a  15$  increase  in  yield  at  a  fraction  of  the  cost  of  hand  work. 

USDA  specialists  tell  us  in  the  bulletin  that  "Fruit  thin- 
ning with  chemical  sprays  is  safe  and  successful  provided  the  grower 
has  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  many  factors  involved "    If  you*d  like 
more  of  the  detailed  story  you  can  get  copies  of  Circular  867  from 
Members  of  Congress  or  this  office. 


Guest  Suggestion 


'^'^  Sweden  are  on 

their  vay  to;'^arms  in  15' States; v-Tbie  group,  which  arrived  last  week, 
is.  under  the*'  ECA  technical  assistance  program  .and  will  "be  learning  pro- 
duction 'methods  'on'  farms  in  Indiana;,.  Iowa,  Michigan,  Montana,  Nebraska, 
Oregon,  Virginia,  Wisconsin,  Illinois,-  Maine,  Minnesota;  Ohio,'  Rhode 
Island,  Pennsylvania,  and  South  Dakota,, 

'    Most  of  you  are  familiar  with  what  ECA's" .trying  to  do  in 
this . program*'  '  Basically  operating  on  the  principle  of  helping  Marshall 
.Plan  countries  solve  their  own  food • problems „    It's  done  by  giving  the 
people 'of  the  countries  the "loiow- how"  of  greater  fo6d  production- per 
man  and  per  acre. 

'..'         Four  of  the  major  farm  organizations  are  giving  their  whole 
hearted  support  to  the  program  by  cooperating  with  the  land  grant  col- 
leges in  carrying  out  the  "grass  root"  end  of  this  project e  '  /" 

..  Feel  sure  that  many  of  you  RFD's  will  want  to  take  advantage 
of  the  opportunity  to  talk.- with  these  young  farmers  while  they're  in 
your  area:'; ,  You '  11  f  ind  that  all  of  the  youths  are  engaged  in  important 
.types  of  .farming  in  their  respective  countries.    Both  their  native 
background. and  impressions  in  this  country  should  make  top  farm  pro- 
gram mateniali'"'''-     -  '■:'*■./'*■  •',  ~  /  -  ' 

A  mid-summer  change  of  farms  is  planned  for  the  visitors 
this  year.    That  gives  the  young  men  a  chance  to, see  different  opera- 
tions in  action,  and  it'll  also  give  you  PFD's'  a  chance  to  use  another 
young  farmer ''from'  a  'different  country,,  . 

Dana  Reynolds,  ECA,  tells  me  that  some  33  young  Dutch  farmers 
are.  already  in  seven  States;    Washington,  Oregon,  Iowa,  North' Dakota, 
.Kansas,  New' York,  and' Vermont c    There'll  be  over  150  more  young  farm- 
ers arriving  soon  from  Austria,  France,  Iceland,  Ireland,  Italy,  and 
Norway c    They'll  be  located  in  many  States  that  do  not  as  yet  have 
visitors  assigned  to  them. 


Fr6m  what  Dana  tells  me,  would  say  most  of  you  RFD's  'will*, 
have  one  or  more  of  these  young  farmers  within. reasonable  'distance  of 
your  station     He  suggests  that  you  can , get .their  exact  location  by  con 
tacting  the  Extension  Service  at  the  land  grant  colleges. 

Critical  Material  Allotments  ; 

.    .     -Farm  machinery,  pesticides,:  containers,  fertilizers  and  cer- 
tain other  agricultural  supplies  will  get  definite  allotments  of  steel, 
copper,  and  aluminum  under  the  Controlled  Materials  Plan  (CMP )  as  of 
July  1,  ;  .  -  .  . 

Thev. CMP  was  announced  last  week  as  the  replacement  for  the 
priorities  system'  now  in  effect.    The  new  plan  spells  out' definite  quan 
tity  allotments  of  these  three  materials  for  defense  and  related  in- 
dustries. '  •  . 
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See  Your  Weather  Man 

The  need  for  using  all  available  weather  information  in  farm 
programs  takes  on  added  significance  this. year.    Especially  when  we 
consider  that  weather  can  mean  success  or  failure  in  our (defense  pro- 
duction program. 

The -Weather  Bureau  tells  us  they  'ye  gotten  a  number  of  re- 
ports on  RFD's  working  closely  with  their  officials  and  county  agents, 
and  doing  a  top  job  of  using  weather  information  needed  on  the  farm. 

For  you  who  don't  know  your  local  weather  men,  would  suggest 
getting  acquainted  and  working  closely  with  them.    They  may  have  sug- 
gestions on  additional  weather  features  of  value  to  your  listeners. 

A  special  daily  telegram  service  may  be  the  answer  to  your 
needs,    -They'll  be  happy  to  cooperate  on  that  with  the  only  cost  to 
your  station  being  actual  telegram  charges. 

More  Boxcars  • 

The  boxcar  situation  is  much  improved.    Over  two  and  a  half 
times  as  many  cars  moved  westward  in  March  as  in  February,    The  daily 
shortage  was  only  about  15,000  cars  during  the  first  week  in  April 
as  compared  to  the  26,000  car  daily  shortage  which  existed  during  the 

peak,  '  •  '. 

Farm  and  Home  Network  Shows  April  28 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. .. ,1:00^1:30  pm  EST. , . • "USDA 
Headlines"  Ken  Gapen.    Feature  originates  from  WPTF,  Raleigh,  North 
Carolina,  with  Frank  Jeter,  Ext,  Editor,  interviewing  Extension  agents 
and  a-hememaker  in  recognition  of  Home  Demonstration  Week,  Partici- 
pants:   Miss  Ruth  Current,  State  Home  Demonstration  Agent,  Mrs,  Eliza- 
beth L.  Tuttle,  Home  Demonstration  Agent,  and  Mrs,  Raymond  Hill,  e, 
homemaker  from  Winston-Salem,  North  Carolina,  •    J",       ;  .  • 

ABC  American  Farmer. .. .12:30-1:00  pm  EST... ."Top  of  The  Farm 
News"  reported  by  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom.    Feature  on  "Better  Homes 
Mean  a  Better  Future,"    Interviews  with  groups  from  Iowa,  New  Mexico 
and  Vermont,    As  yet,  we  don't  have  the  names  of  Iowans  participating* 
However  Cecil  Herrell,  Ext,  RFD,  New  Mexico,  interviews  Mrs.  Amelia 
KLatt,  Health  Chmn.  of  Torrance  County,  N,  Mex, ,  Home  Ext.  Club  and. 
Jeanne  Wallerius,  Ass't  Ext,  Editor,  Vermont,  talks  with  Mrs,  Howard 
Wright,  St.  Albans,  Vermont,  homemaker, 

CBS  Farm  News . . . , originates  3 : kj-k : 00  pm  EST. . . . Clause 
Mahoney  with  news  and  a  feature  on  "National  Home  Demonstration  Week. " 
Feature  will  include  Florence  Hall,  Ext,  Field  Agent  from  the  North- 
east States,  and  a  homemaker  from  Delaware, 
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More  on  Overseas  Recordings 

Dana  Reynolds,  ECA,  and  Joe  Tonkin,  Extension  Service,  have 
"been  doing  some  more  work  on  the  IF  YE  recording  arrangements  mentioned 
in  last  week's  letter.    They  tell  me  that  each  exchangee  will  he  given 
a  mimeo  of  instructions  and  possibly  an  open  letter  of  introduction 
to  help  make  contact  with  attaches,  ECA  and  FAO  set-ups.    As  it  stands 
at  present,  transportation  of  the  recordings  "back  to  the  U.S.  will  he 
taken  care  of  through  Government  channels,  then  mailed  from  Washington 
at  no  cost  to  you0 

Among  Ourselves  . 

Phil  Alampi,  WJZ,  has  heen'  chosen  as  one  of  the  Judges  to 
pick  the  American  Vegetahle  Queen  in  New  York  City  June  4th.  Frank 
Mayfield,  WIJBA,  reports  high  interest  in  the  first  Spring  Market  Hog 
Show  and  Carcass  Contest  held  at  Milwaukee,    Frank  did  an  hour-long 
direct  "broadcast  from  the  show  and  says  his  only  regret  is  that  he 
didn't  have  television.    Folks  up  there  hope  to  make  the  show  an  annual 
affair  aimed  toward  encouraging  producers  to  raise  more  fall  pigs 
and  level  off  seasonal  marketings 

USDA-NPA  Dividing-  Line 

A  dividing  line  for.  authority  of  priority  and  allocation 
powers  "between  USDA  and  EPA  has  just  heen  announced.    It  concerns 
items  of  food  and  fiher  that  have  industrial  uses.    The  memorandum 
pretty  well  describes  where  the  agricultural  products  concerned  lose 
their  identity  as  food  or  feed  and  therehy  come  under  the  authority 
of  NPA,      •    .  . 

Animal  and  vegetahle  fats  and  oils  stay  under  USDA  in  their 
natural  state  or  . when,  they  "become  food  .and  feed  products.    USDA  con- 
trols naval  stores  through  the  first  processing  of  the  gum;  and  hides, 
leather,  feathers,  and  t^swax  are  -assigned  to  NPA0    Cotton  is  under 
USDA  control  until  the  hale  is  opened  at  the  mill. 

Freight  Rate  Hearing 

A  carriers*  petition  for  a  15  percent  overall  freight  rate 
increase  was  accepted  hy  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission  this 
week.    Hearings  on  the  petition  have  heen  set  for  May  Ik  here  in 
Washington,    Members  of  the  Transportation  and  Warehousing  Branch 
(PMA)  will  represent  farmers  and  shippers  in  voicing  opposition  to 
the  rate  hike* 


Cordially, 


r 

Kenneth  M,  Gapen  \  1 

Enclosures;  Statistical  Summary     Ass't  Director  of  Inf ormation^ 
More  Meat  for  Defense     for  Radio  and  Television 
Provident  Truman's  letter  to 

Home  Demonstration  Cluh  Members 


Ill 


RFO  LETTE 

To 

Radio  Farm  Directors 


From 


Radio  and  Television  Service 

Office  of  information  «U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 


April  27,  1951 


Dear  Radio  Farm  Director: 


The  question  of  "Why  should  we,  plant  extra  com  when' we  still, 
have  plenty  in  the  crib?"  is  one  we.'re  hearing  from  some  areas.  Those 
queries  are  evidently  cfbming  from  local  areas  where  there  is  consider- 
able corn  in  farm  cribs  and  bins,    For  that  reason  here's  a  special 
statement  from  Secretary  Brannan  to  help  PFD's  answer  that  question. 

"We  are  .asking  farmers  to  plant  more  corn,  not  because  we  are 
short  of  fesd  grains  now,  but  because  we  are  cutting  into  the  comfort- 
able reserve  supply  we  had  last  fall0    We  are  cutting  into  reserve  sup- 
plies because  there  are  more  livestock  and  they  are  being  fed  at  a 
heavier  rate^  .  We  should  not  let  some  plentiful  local  supplies  over- 
shadow the  national  need  for  increased  corn  acreage. 

-At  the  beginning  of  the  1950  feeding  season  we  had  17^  million 
grain-consuming  animal  units.    A  year  later,  this  past  fall,  the  number 
had  increased  to  177  million  animal  units.    There  have  been  big  increases 
in  numbers  of  breeding  stock,  especially  young  cattle.    Numbers  of  sows 
and  gilts  also  increased.    The  call  for  more  corn  and  grain  sorghums  is 
related  directly  to  livestock  increases. 

"Southwest  farmers  not  in  cotton  areas  can  help  by  planting 
larger  acreages  of  grain  sorghums.  :The  land  on  which  winter  wheat  has 
been  lost  can  be  planted  to  grain  sorghums  and  boost  feed  grain  supplies. 

"If  we  get  a  full  90  million  acres  of  corn  and  a  substantial 
increase  in  grain  sorghums,  we  will  still  probably  reduce  our  grain  re- 
serves.   Higher  yields  as  well  as  increased  acreages  are  needed  along 
with  efficient  feeding.    We  must  safeguard  feed  reserves  to  provide  a 
firm  base  for  further  increase  in  livestock  production. " 
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How  Good  Are  -Antibiotics? 

USDA  animal  nutrition  specialists  offer  this  word  that  may  help 
KFD's  in  giving  the  proper  emphasis  to  antibiotics:    "Antibiotics  are 
good  but  not  magic." 

In  other  words  you  can  do  farmers  the  biggest  service  by  re- 
minding them  that  antibiotics  (penicillin,  aureomycin,  terramycin,  baci- 
tracin, and  streptomycin)  can't  be  expected  to  take  the  place  of  proteins, 
vitamins,  or  other  essential  nutrients.    They  only  do  the  Job  when  added 
to  an  already  good  feed. 

As  a  word  of  review. . .antibiotics  need  not  increase  feed  costs 
to  any  great  extent,.. not  over  $2.^0  per  ton  on  the  average. 

Farmers  report  that  the  use  of  the  so-called  "wonder  drugs"  in 
breeding  stock  rations  have  been  responsible  for  heavier  and  more  uniform 
litters  at  weaning  time.    Normal  pigs  in  the  laboratory  gained  from  10  to 
15  percent  faster,  and  runty  pigs  gained  twice  as  fast  as  similar  pigs 
getting  no  antibiotics, 

Benefits  of  feeding  antibiotics  to  chickens  are  pretty  much 
confined  to  faster  growth.    The  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry  has  no  indica- 
tion that  either  egg  production  or  hatchability  is  increased  by  the  use 
of  antibiotics  in  the  ration.  .  . 

Their  most  recent  development  in  the  poultry  field  is  the  pos- 
sibility that  feeding  of  antibiotics  may  allow  a  slight  reduction  in 
protein  for  growing  chick  rations.    In  a  Beltsville  experiment,  with 
only  one  type  of  feed,  the  ration  with  19$  protein  and  antibiotics 
proved  as  effective  as  a  21$  protein  ration  without  antibiotics.  The 
protein  and  antibiotics  ration,  if  used  exclusively  by  all  poultry 
raisers,  could  save  almost  10$  of  the  protein  used  in  starter  and  broil- 
er mashes.     (A  national  saving  equal  to  280,000  tons  of  soybean  meal  an- 
nually ) , 

Nutritionists  hasten  to  add,  however,  that  this  saving  is  not 
in  contradiction  to  the  statement  that  the  wonder  drugs  cannot  be  sub- 
stituted for  protein,  vitamins,  and  other  essential  nutrients.  The 
chicken  must  still  have  a  definite  amount  of  high  quality  protein  but, 
due  to  what  is  thought  to  be  an  increase  in  efficiency,  can  make  maximum 
gains  on  a  slightly  lower  protein  feed  when  antibiotics  are  used. 

As  for  the  answer  to  how  the  drugs  increase  efficiency  and 
what  they  actually  do  for  the  individual, , e the  .specialists  aren't  ab- 
solutely sure.    However,  the  present  theory  is  that  the  antibiotics 
oheck  development  of  certain  toxic  or  undesirable  organisms  in  the  ani- 
mals digestive  tract.    The  checking  of  these  organisms  allows  the  animal 
to  make  more  efficient  use  of  the  feed  consumed, 
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Mobilization  Committee's  Job 

Monday's  memorandum  from  Secretary  Brannan  outlined  production 
responsibilities  of  the  State  Agricultural  Mobilization  Committees,  In 
general,  of  course,  their's  is  the  responsibility  of  guiding  the  produc- 
tion in  the  State  to  enable  farmers  to  produce  the  food  and  fiber  needed 
in  the  present  emergency. 

Efforts  to  assure  us  of  this  adequate  production  are  to  be  di- 
rected along  several  lines.    Production  of  feed  grains,  conservation  of 
feed  supplies;,  breeding,  feeding,  management  and  disease  control;  improve- 
ment of  grass  and  grazing  lands;  development  of  sound  financing  for  farm- 
ers; and,  one  of  the  most  essential  of  all,  maintenance  of  a  useful  flow 
of  information  to  farmer  people. 

YourRFD's  will  undoubtedly  find  the  mobilization  committees 
whole-hearted  cooperators    on  anything  you  develop  along  these  lines. 

Network  Farm  and  Home  Shows  May  5 

CBS  Farm  News ....  originates  3:^5-4:00  pm  Eastern  Daylight 
Saving  Time.... News  and  features  with  Claude  Mahoney. 

NBC  National  Farm  and  Home  Hour. originates  1:00-1:30  pm 
Eastern  Daylight  Saving  Time. . . . "USDA  Headlines"  with  Milt  Bliss  pinch 
hitting  for  Ken  Gapen.    Feature  originates  by  recording  from  KOA,  Denver, 
Don  Peach  interviews  Willard  Simms,  Editor,  RECORD  STOCKMAN;  Dave  Rice, 
Sec,  Colorado  Cattlemen's  Association;  John  and  Tommie  Holtros,  Akron, 
Colorado;  and  Jean  Orr  of  Kremmling,  Colorado.    John,  Tommie  and  Jean 
are  3  of  the  52  "Colorado  Livestock  Youth  of  the  Weekc" 

ABC  American  Farmer. .. .12:30-1:00  pm  Eastern  Daylight  Saving 
Time.... "Top  of  the  Farm  Ne\rs"  with  Milt  Bliss  and  Bob  Crom  from  Wash. 
Feature  on  "Roughages  in  Dairy  Farming"  with  Milt  Bliss  interviewing  Dr. 
Ralph  Hodgson,  Assistant  Chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Dairy  Industry. 

Special  Note . ., .Watch  your  local  station  schedules  for  time 
or  airing.    You  may  note  some  changes  due  to  daylight  saving  time. 

Pesticide  Supply 

Continued  production  of  pesticides  at  present  rates  should 
give  farmers  an  adequate  supply  to  meet  most  needs.    However,  specialists 
say  there  may  be  some  trouble  on  weed  killers  in  certain  cases. 

•  Office  of  Materials  and  Facilities  folks  feed  that  the  removal 
of  pesticides  from  the  priority  list  may  be  to  the  advantage  of  all 
farmers.    The  use  of  priority  by  some  and  not  by  others  could  have 
brought  about  poor  distribution. 


-  k  - 


You'll  Be  Hearing  More 

General  outlines  of  a  plan  to  strenghten  the  family  type  farm 
came  out  yesterday.    And  once  again  you  RFD's  can  "be  "key"  individuals 
in  helping  this  program  succeed. 

It's  "being  set  up  to  find  out  how  well  the  family  type  farm  is 
protected  and  what  more  can  he  done  to  strengthen  our  country's  family 
farming  system. 

Initial  step  in  the  program  will  he  a  drive  to  get  the  think- 
ing of  farmers  themselves  through  farm  organ! z at ionsp  civic  and  church 
groups,  land  grant  colleges,  PMA  and  FHA  committees,  and  all  other  state 
and  county  groups  interested  in  agriculture „ 

Everyone  from  the  "grass  roots"  on  up  will  have  a  chance  to 
voice  his  opinion  on  what  can  he  done  to  strengthen  and  protect  the 
family  farm  and  give  every  farm  family  the  chance  to  move  forward  to  a 
"better  living.    These  opinions  will  he  used  in  working  out  a  national 
program  to  achieve  that  end, 

USDA  feels  this  program  is  of  "basic  importance  in  such  a  time 
of  world  tension  when  the  family  farm  is  one  of  our  "best  examples  of 
democracy  in  action. 

The  project  will  he  carried  on  through  the  State  and  County 
Agricultural  Mohilization  Committees,    They'll  he  getting  more  details 
within  a  short  time  and  offer  your  "best  contact  het.    We'll  let  you 
know  when  the  material  goes  out. 

Progress  Report  from  Greece 

Layne  Beaty,  ex-WBAP,  reports  that  the  50  KW  transmitter  that 
he  and  Wallace  Kadderly,  ex-KGW,  mentioned  while  in  the  planning  stage 
is  now  in  operation.    It  gives  them  radio  coverage  of  most  of  southern 
Greece. 

Looks  like  they'll  need  some  of  those  radio  facilities  to  help 
fight  a  recent  outbreak  of  foot-and-mouth  disease.    They've  already 
used  hoth  press  and  radio  to  explain  the  vaccination  and  quarantine  pro- 
gram in  some  areas,  hut  have  to  sell  many  of  the  agricultural  officials 
on  radio's  effectiveness  hefore  it'll  he  unanimously  adopted. 

Railroad  Car  Report 

The  supply  of  hoxcars  to  haul  gyain  is  further  improved  in  all 
areas;  especially  the  critical  Pacific  Northwest.    Supplies  appear  to  he 
adequate  for  all  shipments  during  the  next  60  to  90  days.    The  Interstate 
Commerce  Commission  reports  that  there's  no  refrigerator  car  shortage  at 
any  point  in  the  U.S.  at  present  and  none  in  prospect  hefore  July. 
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Twine  Hoarding 

National:.  Production  Authority  issued  an  order  this  week  in  an 
attempt  to  head  off  "baler  and  hinder  twine  hoarding.  It  limits  distri- 
hutors  and  farmers  to  a  normal  60  days' supply. 

Twine  production  is  expected  to  he  adequate  for  normal  farm 
requirements  this  year  hut  will  not  meet  the  additional  demand  of  folks 
"buying  two  or  three  years'  supply. 

January  sales  indicated  that  there  was  evidently  quite  a  hit 
of  that  going  on. ...sales  for  that  month  were  over  three  and  a  half  times 
as  heavy  as  in  January  of  195° » 

Field  Report 

Lucile  Holmes  stopped  in  this  morning  to  talk  with  Boh  Crom 
ahout  a  verbal  orchid  for  Bumis  Arnold,  Ext.  RFD  in  Oklahoma,  Lucile, 
REA  radio  specialist,  told  Boh  that  Bumis  spent  a  day  last  week  help- 
ing her  with  a  radio  workshop  for  co-op  electrification  advisers  from 
Oklahoma.    Also  reported  nice  cooperation  of:KSPI,  Stillwater,  in  put- 
ting on  the  school. 

Although  only  two  or  three  of  the  REA-f inanced  co-ops  in 
Oklahoma  are  using  radio  right  now,  Lucile  expects  more  of  them  to  take 
the  step  soon.    They're  feeling  the  need  for  reaching  farm  people  in 
every  way  possihle  with  information  ahout ' effective  use  of  power  to  in- 
crease production  and  on  care  of  electrical  equipment.    Lucile  thinks 
some  of  the  co-ops  will  also  he  considering  use  of  television  hefore 
long. 

...   :{t    Speaking  of  TV. . .  .she  says  she  got  some  good  ideas  for  TV  dem- 
onstrations for  electrification  advisors  from  Ken  McDermott's  and  Joe 
Tonkin's  one -day  school  in  Kansas  City. 

Popular  Misconception 

Bob's  conservation  with  Lucile  Holmes  suggested  a  note  that 
may  avoid  mis -information  and  possihle  embarrassment  for  you.  Rural 
electric  co-ops  are  referred  to  hy  many  folks  as  "being  REA's  or  REA  co- 
ops.   These  are  incorrect  titles  responsible  for  a  popular  misunder- 
standing that  rural  electric  co-ops  are  government  owned  and  operated. 

Rural  electric  co-ops  are  financed  by  Rural  Electrification 
Administration  loans,  hut  they  are  not  owned  or  operated  by  the  govern- 
ment and  are  not  REA  co-ops.    Boh  thinks  it's  easily  explained  when  we 
stop  to  think  that  a  "business  does  not  take  on  the  name  of  the  hank  it 
get 8  a  loan  from,  nor  is  the  business  managed  by  the  hank„  Companies 
having  REA  loans  are  most  correctly  called  by  their  individual  proper 
names  or  hy  referring  to  them  as  "REA-f inanced  co-ops." 
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Parity  and  Subs Id ies 

Thi3  week's  statement  to  Congress  "by  President  Truman  recom- 
mended a  two-year  extension  of  the  Defense  Production  Act  of  1950  with 
some  suggested  changes.    One  of  those  changes  was  to  "allow  the  parity 
price  for  each  farm  commodity  as  of  the  "beginning  of  its  marketing 
season  to  "be  used  for  price  control  purposes  throughout  the  marketing 
season. " 

(J)ates  of  the  marketing  seasons  vary  widely  with  the  different 
commodities) e 

However  he  also  said  that  if  food  prices  can't  be  held  in  line 
"by  the  act  and  suggested  changes,  legislation  to  authorize  limited  food 
subsidies  might  "be  necessary. 

Food  Prices  and  Farm  Returns 

You've  "been  sent  a  copy  of  Secretary  Brannan's  statement  given 
this  week  before  the  House  Committee  of  Agriculture  on  food  prices  and 
farm  returns.    Am  sure  you'll  find  helpful  facts  and  figures. 

Among  Ourselves 

Keith  Himehaugh,  Director  of  Information,  has  reported  ahoard 
for  a  few  brief  visits.    Saw  him  again  at  his  farm  Wednesday  and  he 
looks  like  he's  in  top  condition.    We're  all  looking  forward  to  his  re- 
porting hack  to  work  Monday. 

Understand  that  Ken  McDermott,  Missouri  Ext.  RFD,  and  Joe 
Tonkin,  USDA  Ext,,  had  good  turnouts  at  their  two  television  schools 
held  at  Kansas  City  and  St.  Louis  last  week.    KSD-TV  and  WDAF-TV  coop- 
erated in  staging  those  schools  for  extension  consumer  education  spe- 
cialists, home  demonstration  and  county  agricultural  agents., 

Chuck  Worcester,  WMT,  has  discontinued  his  offer  of  a  fancy 
smoked  ham  for  getting  him  a  new  assistant^    Don't  know  who  got  the  ham 
hut  do  know  that  John  Combs,  'formerly  of  Aurora,-  Illinois,  is  the  new 
man  in  the  WMT  farm  department. 

Cullen  Johnson,  WRNL,  tells  me  he's  leaving  his  duties  there 
in  Richmond  as  of  May  7  to  take  a  promotional,  organizational,  and  public 
relations  Job  with  the  Virginia  Farm  Bureau.    Ira  Hull  takes  over  as  RFD 
at  WRML. 

A  note  from  Lowell  Watts,  KLZ,  reports  he's  "been  ordered  to 
active  military  duty  and  as  of  May.  20th  will  he  replaced  by  Carl  Herzman. 
Carl's  equipped  with  "both  a  ranching  and  county  agent  "background. 


-  7  - 


Outgo  Higher, . Income  Lover 


Farmers  paid  higher  prices  and  received  lower  ones  during  the 
month  ending  April  15th  according  to  the  price  report  just  out  this 
afternoon. 

Main  items  that  raised  farmers'  costs  were  more  expensive 
hired  labor,  higher  priced  seed  and  livestock,  and  other  more  costly- 
product  ion  items.    During  the  same  period  farmers  took  lower  prices  for 
truck  crops,  dairy  products,  wool,  eggs,  most  fruit  and  some  meat  ani- 
mals. 

End  result  is  that  the  ratio  of  "prices  received"  to  "prices 
paid"  "by  farmers  dropped  2  points,  from  111  a  month  ago  to  109  as  of 
April  15. 

Support  Prices  for  1951  Beans 

$6.69  cwt,  is  the  average  support  level  for  1951-crop  dry 
edible  "beans  announced  this  week.    That  compares  with  last  year's  aver- 
age price  of  $6.30  cwt,  on  16$  moisture  "beans . 


Word  on  Enclosures 


Second  edition  of  facts  on  the  "Home  Garden  and  Food  Preser- 
vation Program"  provides  more  material  and  "background  for  local,  State, 
and  National  compaigns, 

"Today's  Home  Builds  Tomorrow's  World"  and  Secretary  Brannan's 
proclamation  may  "be  of  use  in  your  National  Home  Demonstration  Week  ac- 
tivities. 

Institute  for  Education  "by  Eadio 

I'll  "be  seeing  some  of  you  at  the  annual  Institute  for  Educa- 
tion "by  Eadio  to  "be  held  May  3-6  at  Columbus,  Ohio.    YouEFD's  who  sent 
in  suggestions  for  the  two  radio  and  television  work-study  groups  cer- 
tainly did  a  fine  Job  of  suggesting.    The  "big  problem,  as  you  can  guess, 
is  the  sifting  job  that  had  to  be  done. 

The  chief  idea  behind  the  work-conferences  we're  concerned 
with  is  to  discuss  ways  of  improving  the  service  to  farm  and  home  people 
that  we  render  through  radio,  and  now  television.    The  three  groups  that 
attend  these  agricultural  phases  of  the  Institute  (EFD's,  Extension  broad- 
casters, and  other  educational  people)  always  bring  out  worthwhile  ideas 
and  often  solutions  to  problems. 


Cordially, 


u 


Enclosures: 

Fact  Sheet  No.  2- -Home  Gardens 
Fact  Sheet  No.  2- -Home  Dem.  Week 
SecV  Brannan  letter  on  Home  Dem.  Week 


Kenneth  M.  Gapen 
Ass't  Director  of  Information 
for  Eadio  and  Television 
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